
Torah references ----> . . . Now we see the pains of identity come to the fore: 

Ruth as we know her now:  “a rose among the thorns” -- placed alongside -- “the shifting 
sands (and necessities) of time”

Numbers Chapter / 25 ּבְמְִדּבַר 

א  וַּיֵׁשֶב יִׂשְָראֵל, ּבַׁשִּּטִים; וַּיָחֶל הָעָם, לִזְנֹות 
.אֶל-ּבְנֹות מֹואָב

25: 1 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people 
began to commit harlotry with the daughters of 
Moab.

ב  וַּתְִקֶראןָ לָעָם, לְזִבְחֵי אֱֹלהֵיהֶן; וַּיֹאכַל הָעָם, 
.וַּיִׁשְּתַחֲוּו לֵאֹלהֵיהֶן

2 And they called the people unto the sacrifices of 
their gods; and the people did eat, and bowed 
down to their gods.

ג  וַּיִּצָמֶד יִׂשְָראֵל, לְבַעַל ּפְעֹור; וַּיִחַר-אַף יְהוָה, 
.ּבְיִׂשְָראֵל

3 And Israel joined himself unto the Baal of Peor; 
and the anger of the LORD was kindled against 
Israel.

ד  וַּיֹאמֶר יְהוָה אֶל-מֹׁשֶה, ַקח אֶת-ּכָל-ָראׁשֵי 
הָעָם, וְהֹוַקע אֹותָם לַיהוָה, נֶגֶד הַׁשָּמֶׁש; וְיָׁשֹב 

.חֲרֹון אַף-יְהוָה, מִּיִׂשְָראֵל

4 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Take all the 
chiefs of the people, and hang them up unto the 
LORD in face of the sun, that the fierce anger of 
the LORD may turn away from Israel.'

ה  וַּיֹאמֶר מֹׁשֶה, אֶל-ׁשֹפְטֵי יִׂשְָראֵל:  הְִרגּו אִיׁש 
.אֲנָׁשָיו, הַּנִצְמִָדים לְבַעַל ּפְעֹור

5 And Moses said unto the judges of Israel: 'Slay 
ye every one his men that have joined themselves 
unto the Baal of Peor.'

ו  וְהִּנֵה אִיׁש מִּבְנֵי יִׂשְָראֵל ּבָא, וַּיְַקֵרב אֶל-אֶחָיו 
אֶת-הַּמְִדיָנִית, לְעֵינֵי מֹׁשֶה, ּולְעֵינֵי ּכָל-עֲַדת 
.ּבְנֵי-יִׂשְָראֵל; וְהֵּמָה בֹכִים, ּפֶתַח אֹהֶל מֹועֵד

6 And, behold, one of the children of Israel came 
and brought unto his brethren a Midianitish woman 
in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, while they 
were weeping at the door of the tent of meeting.

ז  וַּיְַרא, ּפִינְחָס ּבֶן-אֶלְעָזָר, ּבֶן-אַהֲֹרן, הַּכֹהֵן; 
.וַּיָָקם מִּתֹוְ הָעֵָדה, וַּיִּקַח ֹרמַח ּבְיָדֹו

7 And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son 
of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up from the 
midst of the congregation, and took a spear in his 
hand.



____

Here below one can see the textual interchanging of Moabites and Midianites . . .  the 
Torah would see them both (both peoples ansd their women folk) in time as religiously alluring 
and dangerous to Israelite identity.  Until there arose a need for Ruth and a Book of Ruth -- or in 
other words,  when a need arose to address the presence of ‘others among us’ then their 
presence was reinterpreted.  Hence . . . Ruth.

------

ח  וַּיָבֹא אַחַר אִיׁש-יִׂשְָראֵל אֶל-הַּקֻּבָה, וַּיְִדֹקר 
אֶת-ׁשְנֵיהֶם--אֵת אִיׁש יִׂשְָראֵל, וְאֶת-הָאִׁשָּה 

.אֶל-קֳבָתָּה; וַּתֵעָצַר, הַּמַּגֵפָה, מֵעַל, ּבְנֵי יִׂשְָראֵל

8 And he went after the man of Israel into the 
chamber, and thrust both of them through, the 
man of Israel, and the woman through her belly. 
So the plague was stayed from the children of 
Israel.

יד  וְׁשֵם אִיׁש יִׂשְָראֵל הַּמֻּכֶה, אֲׁשֶר הֻּכָה 
אֶת-הַּמְִדיָנִית--זִמְִרי, ּבֶן-סָלּוא:  נְׂשִיא 

בֵית-אָב, לַׁשִּמְעֹנִי.

14 Now the name of the man of Israel that was 
slain, who was slain with the Midianitish woman, 
was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a fathers' 
house among the Simeonites.

טו  וְׁשֵם הָאִׁשָּה הַּמֻּכָה הַּמְִדיָנִית, ּכָזְּבִי 
בַת-צּור:  ֹראׁש אֻּמֹות ּבֵית-אָב ּבְמְִדיָן, הּוא.  

{פ}

15 And the name of the Midianitish woman that 
was slain was Cozbi, the daughter of Zur; he was 
head of the people of a fathers' house in Midian. 
{P}

.טז  וַיְַדּבֵר יְהוָה, אֶל-מֹׁשֶה ּלֵאמֹר 16 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying:

.יז  צָרֹור, אֶת-הַּמְִדיָנִים; וְהִּכִיתֶם, אֹותָם 17 'Harass the Midianites, and smite them;

יח  ּכִי צְֹרִרים הֵם לָכֶם, ּבְנִכְלֵיהֶם אֲׁשֶר-נִּכְלּו 
לָכֶם עַל-ּדְבַר-ּפְעֹור; וְעַל-ּדְבַר ּכָזְּבִי בַת-נְׂשִיא 

מְִדיָן, אֲחֹתָם, הַּמֻּכָה בְיֹום-הַּמַּגֵפָה, 
.עַל-ּדְבַר-ּפְעֹור

18 for they harass you, by their wiles wherewith 
they have beguiled you in the matter of Peor, and 
in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of the prince of 
Midian, their sister, who was slain on the day of the 
plague in the matter of Peor.'



Here, let’s have a brief look at the Torah’s understanding of “others” -- 
Deuteronomy 23: 4 - 9

Notice the harsh view of the Ammonites and the Moabites -- peoples we can only understand as family, 
especially if we review in our thoughts the occurrences of Lot and his daughters in Genesis 19. It is also 
true that Egyptians are family according to the Torah, as they are the progeny of Ishmael, son of 
Abraham, although clearly not of the “line” we as either Israelites or Jews draw ourselves from . . . 

ד  ֹלא-יָבֹא עַּמֹונִי ּומֹואָבִי, ּבְִקהַל יְהוָה:  ּגַם ּדֹור 
עֲׂשִיִרי, ֹלא-יָבֹא לָהֶם ּבְִקהַל יְהוָה עַד-עֹולָם.

4 An Ammonite or a Moabite shall not enter 
into the assembly of the LORD; even to the 
tenth generation shall none of them enter into 
the assembly of the LORD for ever;

ה  עַל-ּדְבַר אֲׁשֶר ֹלא-ִקּדְמּו אֶתְכֶם, ּבַּלֶחֶם ּובַּמַיִם, 
ּבַּדֶֶרְ, ּבְצֵאתְכֶם מִּמִצְָריִם; וַאֲׁשֶר ׂשָכַר עָלֶיָ 

.אֶת-ּבִלְעָם ּבֶן-ּבְעֹור, מִּפְתֹור אֲַרם נַהֲַריִם--לְַקלְלֶּךָ

5 because they met you not with bread and 
with water in the way, when ye came forth out 
of Egypt; and because they hired against thee 
Balaam the son of Beor from Pethor of Aram-
naharaim, to curse thee.

ו  וְֹלא-אָבָה יְהוָה אֱֹלהֶיָ, לִׁשְמֹעַ אֶל-ּבִלְעָם, 
וַּיַהֲפְֹ יְהוָה אֱֹלהֶיָ ּלְָ אֶת-הַּקְלָלָה, לִבְָרכָה:  ּכִי 

.אֲהֵבְָ, יְהוָה אֱֹלהֶיָ

6 Nevertheless the LORD thy God would not 
hearken unto Balaam; but the LORD thy God 
turned the curse into a blessing unto thee, 
because the LORD thy God loved thee.

ז  ֹלא-תְִדֹרׁש ׁשְֹלמָם, וְטֹבָתָם, ּכָל-יָמֶיָ, לְעֹולָם.  
{ס}

7 Thou shalt not seek their peace nor their 
prosperity all thy days for ever. {S}

ח  ֹלא-תְתַעֵב אֲֹדמִי, ּכִי אָחִיָ הּוא; ֹלא-תְתַעֵב 
.מִצְִרי, ּכִי-גֵר הָיִיתָ בְאְַרצֹו

8 Thou shalt not abhor an Edomite, for he is 
thy brother; thou shalt not abhor an Egyptian, 
because thou wast a stranger in his land. (← 
and by the way, they are relatives too)



______

Ruth Chapter 1: 14 -- 18 -- here is our “Rose among the thorns . . . “ -- due to ‘the 
shifting sands of time . . . ‘

ט  ּבָנִים אֲׁשֶר-יִּוָלְדּו לָהֶם, ּדֹור ׁשְלִיׁשִי--יָבֹא לָהֶם, 
ּבְִקהַל יְהוָה.  {ס}

9 The children of the third generation that are 
born unto them may enter into the assembly of 
the LORD. {S} 
(This ^ is a generous comment as we see here 
that only three generations must transpire, as 
opposed to the 10 generations (further above)  
required of Ammonites and Moabites and 
subsequently, Midianites . . . (although ^ they 
too are kinfolk, as per Moses and his wife and 
children).

יד  וַּתִׂשֶּנָה קֹולָן, וַּתִבְּכֶינָה עֹוד; וַּתִׁשַּק עְָרּפָה 
לַחֲמֹותָּה, וְרּות ּדָבְָקה ּבָּה.

14 And they lifted up their voice, and wept 
again; and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law; but 
Ruth cleaved unto her.

טו  וַּתֹאמֶר, הִּנֵה ׁשָבָה יְבִמְּתְֵ, אֶל-עַּמָּה, 
.וְאֶל-אֱֹלהֶיהָ; ׁשּובִי, אַחֲֵרי יְבִמְּתְֵ

15 And she said: 'Behold, thy sister-in-law is 
gone back unto her people, and unto her god; 
return thou after thy sister-in-law.'

טז  וַּתֹאמֶר רּות אַל-ּתִפְּגְעִי-בִי, לְעָזְבְֵ לָׁשּוב 
מֵאַחֲָריְִ:  ּכִי אֶל-אֲׁשֶר ּתֵלְכִי אֵלְֵ, ּובַאֲׁשֶר ּתָלִינִי 

.אָלִין--עַּמְֵ עַּמִי, וֵאֹלהַיְִ אֱֹלהָי

16 And Ruth said: 'Entreat me not to leave thee, 
and to return from following after thee; for 
whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou 
lodgest, I will lodge; thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God;

יז  ּבַאֲׁשֶר ּתָמּותִי אָמּות, וְׁשָם אֶּקָבֵר; ּכֹה יַעֲׂשֶה 
.יְהוָה לִי, וְכֹה יֹוסִיף--ּכִי הַּמָוֶת, יַפְִריד ּבֵינִי ּובֵינְֵ

17 where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be 
buried; the LORD do so to me, and more also, if 
aught but death part thee and me.'

יח  וַּתֵֶרא, ּכִי-מִתְאַּמֶצֶת הִיא לָלֶכֶת אִּתָּה; 
.וַּתֶחְּדַל, לְַדּבֵר אֵלֶיהָ

18 And when she saw that she was stedfastly 
minded to go with her, she left off speaking unto 
her.
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