
 

Dear everyone, 

The great non transition of our government continues to proceed alarmingly apace 
with very little let-up in sight.  I am not sure how this non transition can possibly be 
construed as good for America and for what we all face together as a nation at this 
time. The issues outlined in our last missive regarding immediate priorities in moving 
forward for the good of the entire country clearly places the Covid19 crisis at the 
apogee of our triage considerations. And this is not the only consideration before 
us . . .  

To say that this administration has mishandled the crises borders on the obvious.  Given 
the continuing climb of illness and death, a continuation of inaction could very possibly 
be understood as either insanity, malfeasance or very possibly criminal neglect.  It 
certainly would not surprise me if inaction and denial continue unimpeded, and 
therefore calls for indictment could be heard again, although in a different court of law 
than that we as a nation experienced before. This is especially 'so' if the current 
departments of government, including any and all Executive offices continue to 
proceed down this rabbit hole of denial now coupled with escalating cases of illness 
and increases in death totals.    

In our class we have studied the inability of our ancestors to recognize the places and 
predicaments in which they found themselves and then act accordingly. We have 
looked at localities for example, such as Lot's home near the Dead Sea and even places 
like Egypt, well known as a civilization wholeheartedly given over to Israelite slavery and 
a religious death worship.   

Together we have thought this through before, even comparing and contrasting 
these places as places in which we were trapped in a quicksand of trauma and unable 
for whatever reason to move on to a better place. We saw this with Lot, and then with 
Moses, and the same with the Israelites as a whole, perhaps even moreso.    

Could it be that 'being in a place of trauma' so compellingly holds us that we just 
cannot extricate ourselves; perhaps 'the jailor' is just altogether too powerful. The Torah 
suggests that at times ׳the jailor׳ is us and reflects our own  inability to 
extricate even ourselves. In that way, the Torah is clear that we all too often find it 



difficult to realize the darkness of the cell in which we live and even less clear, we find it 
difficult to imagine a way out to a better place, or to a more Promised Land.  

Let's hope that, for the good of us all, we now begin the process of moving forward 
from the darkness of denial currently enveloping the nation at this time of transition. It is 
well past time that we join hands, put one foot in front of the other and move forward 
together.   

Warm regards, 

Rabbi Seth Frisch / מהרש’’ף 
Lerhaus:  A Newshul of Jewish Thought and Learning 
www.newshulofamerica.org 
(215) 385-0778 
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From the Book of the Dead. The deceased Ani kneels before Osiris, judge of the dead. 


Behind Osiris stand his sisters Isis and Nephthys. (Image: British Museum/Public domain)


Let us be clear:  Lot perceives himself as if he was both part of Sodom's 'ethics-life' 
and 'legal culture.' While he does share an ethic of 'hospitality' with Abraham, yet his 
ethics practically require us to place this narrative alongside that of both Abraham and 
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even an earlier narrative of our old friend Noah.  This particular scene helps us to 
understand Lot -- and correspondingly it helps us to understand the way in which Lot 
is understood by the very same people with whom he so closely identifies.  


Genesis 19:4 

_________


Unlike the Noah story, Lot attempts to warn others, his sons in law -- but to no avail. 
That being said, he himself finds it practically impossible to convince himself or to 

extricate himself.    


ד  טֶֶרם, יִׁשְּכָבּו, וְאַנְׁשֵי הָעִיר 
אַנְׁשֵי סְֹדם נָסַּבּו עַל-הַּבַיִת, מִּנַעַר 

וְעַד-זֵָקן:  ּכָל-הָעָם, מִּקָצֶה.

Gn 19:4 But before they lay down, the men of the 
city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the house 
round, both young and old, all the people from every 
quarter.

ה  וַּיְִקְראּו אֶל-לֹוט וַּיֹאמְרּו לֹו, 
אַּיֵה הָאֲנָׁשִים אֲׁשֶר-ּבָאּו אֵלֶיָ 

הַּלָיְלָה; הֹוצִיאֵם אֵלֵינּו, וְנְֵדעָה 
אֹתָם.

5 And they called unto Lot, and said unto him: 
'Where are the men that came in to thee this night? 
bring them out unto us, that we may know them.'

ו  וַּיֵצֵא אֲלֵהֶם לֹוט, הַּפֶתְחָה; 
וְהַּדֶלֶת, סָגַר אַחֲָריו.

6 And Lot went out unto them to the door, and shut 
the door after him.

ז  וַּיֹאמַר:  אַל-נָא אַחַי, ּתֵָרעּו. 7 And he said: 'I pray you, my brethren, do not so 
wickedly.

ח  הִּנֵה-נָא לִי ׁשְּתֵי בָנֹות, אֲׁשֶר 
ֹלא-יְָדעּו אִיׁש--אֹוצִיאָה-ּנָא אֶתְהֶן 
אֲלֵיכֶם, וַעֲׂשּו לָהֶן ּכַּטֹוב ּבְעֵינֵיכֶם; 
ַרק לָאֲנָׁשִים הָאֵל, אַל-ּתַעֲׂשּו ָדבָר, 

ּכִי-עַל-ּכֵן ּבָאּו, ּבְצֵל ֹקָרתִי.

8 Behold now, I have two daughters that have not 
known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto 
you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes; only 
unto these men do nothing; forasmuch as they are 
come under the shadow of my roof.'

ט  וַּיֹאמְרּו ּגֶׁש-הָלְאָה, וַּיֹאמְרּו 
הָאֶחָד ּבָא-לָגּור וַּיִׁשְּפֹט ׁשָפֹוט--

עַּתָה, נַָרע לְָ מֵהֶם; וַּיִפְצְרּו בָאִיׁש 
ּבְלֹוט מְאֹד, וַּיִּגְׁשּו לִׁשְּבֹר הַּדָלֶת.

9 And they said: 'Stand back.' And they said: 'This 
one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs play 
the judge; now will we deal worse with thee, than 
with them.' And they pressed sore upon the man, 
even Lot, and drew near to break the door.

י  וַּיִׁשְלְחּו הָאֲנָׁשִים אֶת-יָָדם, 
וַּיָבִיאּו אֶת-לֹוט אֲלֵיהֶם הַּבָיְתָה; 

וְאֶת-הַּדֶלֶת, סָגָרּו.

10 But the men (Angels/Gd) put forth their hand, and 
brought Lot into the house and closed the door



As a bonus and hidden verse, here below we see that Abraham's initial conversation 
with Gd was not in vain . . . 


Let us also be clear:  We also understand the way in which the Exodus documents 
expose a similar hesitation on the part of Moses to see himself as apart from that of an 
Egyptian and equally difficult in seeing himself as a part of the Israelite nation. We see 
his reluctance to return from a place of peace and stability (from his new found home in 

יד  וַּיֵצֵא לֹוט וַיְַדּבֵר אֶל-חֲתָנָיו 
ֹלְקחֵי בְנֹתָיו, וַּיֹאמֶר קּומּו ּצְאּו 
מִן-הַּמָקֹום הַּזֶה, ּכִי-מַׁשְחִית 

יְהוָה, אֶת-הָעִיר; וַיְהִי כִמְצַחֵק, 
ּבְעֵינֵי חֲתָנָיו.

19: 14 And Lot went out, and spoke unto his sons-in-
law, who married his daughters, and said: 'Up, get you 
out of this place; for the LORD will destroy the city.' But 
he seemed unto his sons-in-law as one that jested.

טו  ּוכְמֹו הַׁשַּחַר עָלָה, וַּיָאִיצּו 
הַּמַלְאָכִים ּבְלֹוט לֵאמֹר:  קּום 

ַקח אֶת-אִׁשְּתְָ וְאֶת-ׁשְּתֵי 
בְנֹתֶיָ, הַּנִמְצָאֹת--ּפֶן-ּתִּסָפֶה, 

ֹון הָעִיר. ּבַעֲ

15 And when the morning arose, then the 
angels hastened Lot, saying: 'Arise, take thy wife, and 
thy two daughters that are here; lest thou be swept 
away in the iniquity of the city.'

טז  וַּיִתְמַהְמָּה--וַּיַחֲזִיקּו 
הָאֲנָׁשִים ּבְיָדֹו ּובְיַד-אִׁשְּתֹו ּובְיַד 

ׁשְּתֵי בְנֹתָיו, ּבְחֶמְלַת יְהוָה 
עָלָיו; וַּיֹצִאֻהּו וַּיַּנִחֻהּו, מִחּוץ 

לָעִיר.

16 But he lingered; and the men laid hold upon his 
hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the 
hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful 
unto him. And they brought him forth, and set him 
without the city.

יז  וַיְהִי כְהֹוצִיאָם אֹתָם 
הַחּוצָה, וַּיֹאמֶר הִּמָלֵט 

עַל-נַפְׁשֶָ--אַל-ּתַּבִיט אַחֲֶריָ, 
וְאַל-ּתַעֲמֹד ּבְכָל-הַּכִּכָר:  

הָהָָרה הִּמָלֵט, ּפֶן-ּתִּסָפֶה.

17 And it came to pass, when they had brought them 
forth abroad, that he said: 'Escape for thy life; look not 
behind thee, neither stay thou in all the Plain; escape to 
the mountain, lest thou be swept away.'

כט  וַיְהִי, ּבְׁשַחֵת אֱֹלהִים אֶת-עֵָרי 
הַּכִּכָר, וַּיִזְּכֹר אֱֹלהִים, אֶת-אַבְָרהָם; 

וַיְׁשַּלַח אֶת-לֹוט, מִּתֹוְ הַהֲפֵכָה, 
ּבַהֲפְֹ אֶת-הֶעִָרים, אֲׁשֶר-יָׁשַב ּבָהֵן 

לֹוט.

19:29 And it came to pass, when God destroyed 
the cities of the Plain, that God remembered 
Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the 
overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in which 
Lot dwelt



Midian) to return to a place of slavery and evil (i.e. Egypt), the exact same place in 
which he was born and raised.  


That being said, he never feels wholly a part of either of the two households/nations in 
which he was raised. Here below this scene best illustrates the predicament in which 
he found his two identities in conflict and one from which he flees upon realizing that 
he neither finds a home in either 'place' or 'people.'  


Please bear in mind, it is a Hebrew who parallels one of the townspeople of Sodom 
when this Israelite he says/accuses Moses with these words:  Exodus 2:14 And he 
said: 'Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us?  He is essentially saying:  You are 
not one of us.  Some would even say"  "Leave us, as you are not one of us." 


Exodus Chapter 2:11 

יא  וַיְהִי ּבַּיָמִים הָהֵם, וַּיִגְּדַל 
מֹׁשֶה וַּיֵצֵא אֶל-אֶחָיו, וַּיְַרא, 

ּבְסִבְֹלתָם; וַּיְַרא אִיׁש מִצְִרי, מַּכֶה 
אִיׁש-עִבְִרי מֵאֶחָיו.

Ex 2:11 And it came to pass in those days, when 
Moses was grown up, that he went out unto his 
brethren, and looked on their burdens; and he saw 
an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, one of his brethren.

יב  וַּיִפֶן ּכֹה וָכֹה, וַּיְַרא ּכִי אֵין 
אִיׁש; וַּיְַ, אֶת-הַּמִצְִרי, וַּיִטְמְנֵהּו, 

ּבַחֹול.

12 And he looked this way and that way, and when 
he saw that there was no man, he smote the 
Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.

יג  וַּיֵצֵא ּבַּיֹום הַׁשֵּנִי, וְהִּנֵה 
ׁשְנֵי-אֲנָׁשִים עִבְִרים נִּצִים; וַּיֹאמֶר, 

לָָרׁשָע, לָּמָה תַּכֶה, ֵרעֶָ.

13 And he went out the second day, and, behold, two 
men of the Hebrews were striving together; and he 
said to him that did the wrong: 'Wherefore smitest 
thou thy fellow?'

יד  וַּיֹאמֶר מִי ׂשָמְָ לְאִיׁש ׂשַר 
וְׁשֹפֵט, עָלֵינּו--הַלְהְָרגֵנִי אַּתָה 

אֹמֵר, ּכַאֲׁשֶר הַָרגְּתָ אֶת-הַּמִצְִרי; 
וַּיִיָרא מֹׁשֶה וַּיֹאמַר, אָכֵן נֹוַדע 

הַּדָבָר.

14 And he said: 'Who made thee a ruler and a judge 
over us? thinkest thou to kill me, as thou didst kill the 
Egyptian?' And Moses feared, and said: 'Surely the 
thing is known.'

טו  וַּיִׁשְמַע ּפְַרעֹה אֶת-הַּדָבָר הַּזֶה, 
וַיְבַּקֵׁש לַהֲֹרג אֶת-מֹׁשֶה; וַּיִבְַרח 

מֹׁשֶה מִּפְנֵי פְַרעֹה,  . . .

15 Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to 
slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, 
and dwelt in the land of Midian . . . .



Beginning this Wednesday, we will continue our contrast with Egypt and our 
consideration of Daniel's version of the Babylonian Exile.  For this 'contrast' please 
refer to our worksheets of Balzshazzar's feast and the strange handwriting on the 
wall which mystified everyone of the Babylonian Court, but not mystifying to Daniel, for 
whom the Book, his book, is eponymously named (only the Gd of Daniel is Judge).  


Stay tuned, it only gets better . . . .


R' Seth
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